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Video highlights from the February 1 Board Meeting from Public
Information Manager Sheila Blanco. Click here to watch. 

Savannah Early College High School has been named a 2022 Cognia© School
of Distinction. Savannah Early College is the only school in the state of
Georgia recognized with this distinction in 2022. A representative from
Cognia presented a plaque in recognition of the achievement at a ceremony
on Wednesday, February 8, 2023.  The Schools of Distinction award
recognizes schools and systems that truly stand out in their service to
learners. This distinction is earned as the result of extensive internal
preparation and a review by a team of outside educators.
https://fox28savannah.com/news/local/savannah-early-college-high-school-
distinction-chatham-county-students-award#
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State Superintendent s Visits Godley Station 
K-8 To See Amira Learning In Action

State Superintendent Richard Woods visited Godley Station K-8 to
learn more about innovative approaches to literacy and the use of a
reading technology assistant that listens, assesses, and tutors
students in Savannah Chatham County Public Schools.
Superintendent Woods had the opportunity to see students using the
Amira platform, as well as hear from teachers and school leaders
about how they are using technology to advance reading achievement
with their students.
https://fox28savannah.com/news/local/georgia-state-superintendent-
visits-sccpss-praises-reading-tech#

SCCPSS and Curtis V. Cooper Primary Health Care Partner to Promote Literacy

Savannah Chatham Public Schools System's All Aboard the Reading
Express literacy initiative announced a partnership with Curtis V. Cooper
Primary Health Care, Inc. The partnership supports the clinic's ongoing
community wellness efforts by providing early strategies for fostering
literacy and learning at home.  At each annual well-child visit from birth to
age 4, parents and guardians of children ages 0-4 will receive a bag
containing a bilingual book appropriate to their child's developmental
stage as well as literacy tips and ideas for at-home learning activities. 
https://fox28savannah.com/news/local/sccpss-reading-express-program-
brings-literary-opportunities-to-multilingual-families#

Three Savannah-Chatham County Public School students have been
nominated as United States Presidential Scholars. Aiden Maxwell of
Jenkins High School is a nominee, along with Margaret Wade and Kenzie
Kurdys of Savannah Arts Academy. The U.S. Presidential Scholars Program,
established in 1964 by executive order of the President, recognizes our
nation's most distinguished graduating high school seniors. Each year, up
to 161 students are named as Presidential Scholars, one of the nation's
highest honors for high school students. 
https://sccpss.com/Pages/Three-Students-Chosen-to-Represent-SCCPSS-
as-2023-United-States-Presidential-Scholars-Candidates.aspx
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Thousands Converge on Civic Center for Student Success Expo

SCCPSS staff, students and families turned out for the 14th Annual Student
Success Expo and STEM Festival on Saturday, January 21, at the Savannah
Civic Center.  In addition to gathering college and career information,
attendees enjoyed interactive displays and learned about all the public-
school options across the district while gaining valuable information related
to program pathways and choice applications.  
See all the photos from the BIG DAY here.  

https://fox28savannah.com/news/local/georgia-state-superintendent-visits-sccpss-praises-reading-tech
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SCCPSS Proclaims School Counseling Week

The Board proclaimed February 6–10, 2023, as
National School Counseling Week to recognize
school counselors who are actively committed to
helping students explore their abilities, strengths,
interests, and talents as these traits relate to
career awareness and their ongoing academic
development.
http://go.boarddocs.com/ga/sccs/Board.nsf/goto?
open&id=CNCLD555E067

SCCPSS and Savannah Ghost Pirates Team Up For Family Night

SCCPSS & the Ghost Pirates teamed up to give the SCCPSS staff, students
and families a special opportunity to enjoy a game at a discounted price.  
 February 9  was SCCPSS Student & Faculty Appreciation Night.  Students  
were invited to participate in the High Five Tunnel and Dr. Ann Levett
dropped the puck to start the game.  Students from Savannah Arts
Academy opened the night with a stirring rendition of our National
Anthem.  A portion of the proceeds from the ticket sales that night were
donated to the Educate Chatham Foundation to support student
scholarships.

SCCPSS purchases electric school buses 
At its February 1, 2023 Regular Board Meeting, the
Savannah Chatham County Public School System
(SCCPSS) approved an action that will bring 25
new electric school buses to the system at a cost
of $9,375,000.00. .  Peachstate Truck Centers will
be providing the district with the 25 electric
Thomas Built Buses.
https://www.connectsavannah.com/savannah/scc
pss-purchases-25-electric-school-buses-for-93-
million/Content?oid=19886654
.

Mason Dempsey Recognized as Student of the Month

The Superintendent’s Student of
the Month for January is Mason
Dempsey, a 7th grader at Derenne
Middle School. Congratulations,
Mason! 
http://go.boarddocs.com/ga/sccs/B
oard.nsf/goto?
open&id=CNCKCW512917

http://go.boarddocs.com/ga/sccs/Board.nsf/goto?open=&id=CNCLD555E067
https://www.connectsavannah.com/savannah/sccpss-purchases-25-electric-school-buses-for-93-million/Content?oid=19886654
http://go.boarddocs.com/ga/sccs/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CNCKCW512917


Facility Condition Assessment
A report on the District’s Long Range Facilities Master Plan was presented at the Informal Meeting. Details on
methodology and scope of the project were provided to Board members. Staff presented an extensive amount
of information on the District’s Facility Condition Assessment as a key component of the Georgia Department
of Education’s Local Facilities Plan (LFP) process. Assessments were made of school facilities condition,
educational suitability, and technology readiness. 
http://go.boarddocs.com/ga/sccs/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CNCKF85131DD 

 
Faculty and Support Staff Retention Rate
A report on the District’s Faculty and Support Staff Retention Rate was also presented at the Informal
Meeting. The retention rate in both categories has seen a slight decrease since the pandemic. The 2021-22
retention rate for district support staff is slightly above the national average of 80%, but the retention rate for
teachers is slightly below the national average of 84%. Those national averages are identified as target goals. A
number of efforts being undertaken by the district to increase those percentages were also detailed. Read the
full report here:
http://go.boarddocs.com/ga/sccs/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CNCL8Q555B62

Wellness Center Renovation Funding Approved
The Board approved a budget amendment to transfer funds in the amount of $250,000 for renovations of the
District’s new Wellness Center. The Wellness Center is staffed by SCCPSS counselors to engage with students
and staff.
http://go.boarddocs.com/ga/sccs/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CNCKDW512937

Purchase of 25 Electric School Buses Approved
The Board approved the purchase of 25 Electric School Buses using the Georgia SWC 99999-SPD-
SWL20200630 for an amount not to exceed $9,375,000.00 as part of the Environmental Protection Agency’s
Clean School Bus Grant.
http://go.boarddocs.com/ga/sccs/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CNETJF779776

Bid Approved for K-12 Furniture, Fixtures, and Equipment
The Board approved the purchase of Furniture, Fixtures and Equipment for the New Multi-Campus K-12 using
the Districts Annual Contract as well as Georgia Statewide Contracts for an amount not to exceed
$3,500,000.00.
http://go.boarddocs.com/ga/sccs/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CNCKE651293F

Budget Process Update – Enrollment
A report on projected enrollment and how those projections affect budget planning was presented to the
Board at the Informal Meeting. Some key points include the fact that Public Schools across the United States
have lost more than one million students since the start of the pandemic. Birth rate declines account for
approximately 25% of that number.
http://go.boarddocs.com/ga/sccs/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CNCLA955955B

BOARD BUSINESS

DATES TO REMEMBER
March Board Meeting
Wednesday, March 1, 2023
Informal – 10:00am; Regular – 2:00pm
Whitney Administrative Complex

State of the District Address
Tuesday, March 14,  2023, 5:00 p.m.
Yamacraw Performing Arts Center @ Garrison K8
649 W. Jones Street
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